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Imports  of  dutiable  wools  increased  greatly 
during  the  war  years  hut  have  been  declining 
since  1946.  Demand  for  apparel  wool  has  less- 
ened, and  the  hi'gher  replacement  cost  of  foreign 
wools  has  resulted  in  the  liquidation  of  stocks 
built  up  during  the  war  years. 


Wool  production  in  the  United  States  has 
been  declining  since  1942.  Farmers  and  ranch- 
men liquidated  their  flocks  largely  because  re- 
turns from  sheep  and  wool  in  relation  to  capital 
investment  and  costs  were  less  than  those  from 
other  enterprises. 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMABY 
Prices 


Item 

Unit 

191*8 

19**9  : 

Last  it* 

aV8  i Is t lfi 

aa  percar.t 
of  a  jear 
e  t;  j.  lor 

Sept. 

Oct. 

:  Nov. 

Dec. 

Sept. 

Oct.  : 

Rov. 

Dec. 

Price  received  by  farmers 

Cents 

1*8.  k 

1*8.0 

1*8.0 

1*8.9 

1*6.9 

1*6.3 

1*6.0 

1*6.7 

96 

Parity  price 

do. 

1*5.8 

U5.6 

1*5.1* 

1*5.0 

Mr.3 

1*3.9 

1*3.7 

1*3.9 

98 

Farm  as  percent  cf  parity 

Percent 

106 

105 

1C6 

109 

106 

105 

105 

105 

Boston  nerket  p>-ice  1/ 

Domestic  woo] 

Territory,  scoured  basis 

6**'8,  70'8,  dO'a,  staple 

Cents 

lfiO.O 

178.8 

175.0 

179.0 

152.5 

152.5 

152.5 

156.2 

67 

56's,  combing 

per 

116.5 

lie  =; 

111 . 0 

11? 

111 . c 

11?.  0 

112  6 

116  0 

1C2 

Bright  fleece,  grease  basis 

pound 

6l*'e,  70'e,  BO'S,  delaine 

do. 

72.0 

72.0 

72.0 

72.0 

61*. 8 

62.5 

62.6 

62.0 

86 

c'6,8,  combing 

do. 

56.0 

56.0 

56.0 

56.0 

5**.5 

5"*. 5 

5«*.5 

55.2 

00 
yy 

Foreign  wool,  excl.  duty 

Australian,  c?ean  'basis 

6lt'8,  70'8,  top  making 

do. 

169.6 

161.5 

l6l.5 

160.1 

I67.5 

I67.5 

137.5 

137.5 

76 

Montevideo,  grease  basis 

5fc'e  (I'e) 

do. 

7**.5 

7"*.5 

77.5 

61.8 

63.O 

63.O 

61*. 0 

83 

^US    \]  i   p  j 

lo. 

68.0 

68.0 

68.0 

66.0 

56.0 

57.0 

57.0 

58.0 

88 

Other  textile  fibers 

Cotton,  middling  15/16"  2/ 

do. 

31.2 

31.2 

31.5 

32.2 

■  30.0 

29.6 

29.6 

30.3 

91* 

Fayon  staple  fiber 

Viscose  l-l/?  ismier 

do. 

37.0 

37.0 

37.0 

37.0 

:  35.0 

35.0 

35.0 

95 

Acetate  5  dewier 

do. 

1*8.0 

1*8.0 

1*6.0 

1*6.0 

1*2.0 

1*2.0 

1*2.0 

% 

Mill  consumption 

Per  week,  during  month  1*/ 
Scoured  basis 

Apparel  wool,  total 
Carpet  wool,  (duty-free) 

Grease  basis 

Carpet  wool, (duty-free ) 

Accumulated  since  January  1 

Scoured  basis 

Apparel  wool,  total 
Carpet  wool,  (duty-free) 

Grease  basis 

Carpet  wool,  (duty-free) 


Thousand  lb, 
do. 


do. 


Million  lb. 
do. 


do. 


Consumption  and  Supplies 
19**6 


Aug, 


§SBL 


Oct. 


Nov. 


9,706  9,01*2  8,1*97  7,1*26 
l*,2l*l     U,072     14,523  1*,159 


5,91*1     5,7UO     6,1*01*  5,920 


339.2 
133.6 


38l*.i< 
151*.  2 


Ul8.li 
172.3 


W6.1 
188.9 


167. 2     215.9     2U1.5  265.2 


Imports  -  actual  weight  5/ 

'.  do. 

Apparel  wool,  (duty-paid) 
Carpet  wool,  (duty-paid) 

31.ll 

23. u 

25.1 

19.2 

26 

.5 

28.8 

26.5 

29. 1* 

153 

do. 

30.8 

31.1 

17.2 

19.1 

11 

.2 

1^.0 

19.1* 

16.3 

85 

Accumulated  since  Jeniiary  1 

Apparel  wool,  (duty-pa^d) 

do. 

327.3 

350.6 

375.7 

39"*.  9 

1U2 

.9 

171.7 

198.2 

227.6 

58 

Carpet  wool,  (duty-free) 

do. 

255.9 

267.0 

301*.  2 

323.  !* 

101* 

.5 

111*. 5 

133.6 

150.1 

1*6 

Imports,  clean  content 

Apparel  wool,  (duty-paid) 
Carpet  wool  (duty-free) 

do. 

18.1* 

1U.1 

ll*.7 

11. e 

15 

.5 

17.0 

16.1 

17.2 

11*6 

.  • 1  do. 

21.3 

21.2 

12.0 

13.0 

7 

.5 

7.0 

13.2 

11.6 

«9 

Accumulated  since  January  1 

Apparel  wool,  (duty-paid) 
Carpet  wool,  (duty-free) 

do. 

192.  S 

206.9 

221.6 

233.5 

&i* 

,3 

101.3 

117.5 

131*. 7 

56 

do'. 

173-7 

191*.  9 

206.9 

219.9 

70 

.7 

77.7 

90.9 

1C2.5 

1*7 

Wool  fabric  production 

Accumv-lsted  since  January  1 

Men's  and  boys'  wear 

Million 

161*. 9 

111*. 7 

70 

Women's  &  children's  wear 

Linear 

11*1*.  9 

116.0 

80 

Other  apparel  fabrics 

Yards 

21.. e 

2ii.5 

99 

Total  apparel  fabrics 

331*. 6 

255.2 

76 

Blankets 

do. 

15.  ** 

17.1" 

113 

Other  non-apparel  fabrics 

do. 

32.1 

29.8 

93 

Total  fabrics 

do. 

382.1 

302. 14 

79 

Aug.    :  Sepf. .  1  Oct. 


Nov. 


7,311  7,232 
2,61*7  2,670 


8,361 
3,256 


7,300 
3,500 


3,601*     3,809     1*,539  U,*M 


208.8  21*5.0 
101*.  8  116.2 


276.1. 
131.2 


307.6 
11*5.2 


11*7.1     166.1     iei*.3  203.9 


98 
61* 


71* 


69 
77 

76 


Compiled  from  official  sources. 


1/  PMA  Boston  Market  reports. 
£j  Average  at  10  markets. 
3/  Not  available. 

ty  Last  month  in  each  quarter  ie  a 

2/  Imports  for  consumption. 


:-week  period.    The  other  months  are  U-week  periods. 
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THE    WOOL  SITUATION 


Approved  by  the  Outlook  and  Situation  Board,  February  16,  I95O 

SUMMARY 

Prices  of  wool  in  foreign  markets,  after  declining  from  the  peak 
levels  of  early  last  year    advanced  gradually  from  October  through 
December.    After  the  opening  of  auctions  in  the  British  Dominions  early 
in  January,  prices  advanced  rapidly  until  January  28.    The  advance  for 
crossbred  wool  was  greater  than  for  fine  wool.    On  January  28,  prices 
in  all  foreign  markets  were  as  much  as  15  percent  above  the  December 
level.    During  the  following  week,  prices  at  the  auctions  in  the 
British  Dominions  and  the  United  Kingdom  declined  from  5  to  10  percent. 
In  terms  of  dollars .  prices  of  fine  wool  early  in  February  were  be- 
tween 15  and  20  percent  below  the  levels  of  early  19^9 »    Prices  of 
crossbred  wool  were  from  10  to  15  percent  below  the  levels  of  a  year 
ago.    In  view  of  the  limited  supply  and  continued  strong  world  demand 
for  wool,  no  substantial  easing  of  prices  below  present  levels  appears 
likely  for  the  rest  of  the  season.    Although  world  consumption  for 
the  year  beginning  July  1,  19^9>  probably  will  be  slightly  lower  than 
that  of  the  previous  season,  it  is  expected  to  exceed  production  by 
almost  500  million  pounds  or  15  percent . 

Following  the  rise  in  prices  of  foreign  wool  after  the  devalua- 
tion in  September,  prices  of  domestic  three -eighths blood  combing  and 
finer  wools  advanced  at  Boston.    The  advances  ranged  from  k  percent 
for  three -eighths blood  combing  to  13  percent  for  half-blood  clothing. 
On  February  10,  open  market  prices  for  domestic  fine  and  half-blood 
combing  wools  ranged  from  3  percent  for  territory  fine  French  combing 
to  10  percent  for  territory  fine  staple  below  the  corresponding  prices 
for  January  19^9.    On  the  same  date,  prices  of  fine  and  half-blood 
clothing,  three -eighths blood  combing,  and  all  semi-bright  fleece  wools 
except  low  quarter  blood  were  above  prices  in  January  19^9. 

The  average  price  received  by  farmers  for  shorn  wool  in  January 
1950,  was  U7.2  cents  per  pound,  grease  basis.    This  compares  with 
46.7  cents  in  December  194-9  and  48.3  cents  a  year  earlier.    The  price 
received  in  19*10  probably  will  average  slightly  lower  than  in  194-9 

The  Agricultural  Act  of  I9U9  requires  that  the  price  of  wool 
be  supported  at  such  level,  between  60  and  90  percent  of  parity,  as 
to  encourage  an  annual  production  of  approximately  36°  million  pounds 
of  shorn  wool.    Shorn  wool  production  in  19^9  is  estimated  at  216  mil- 
lion pounds,  grease  basis,  the  lowest  since  I879.    Production  of  shorn 
wool  in  1950  probably  will  not  be  greatly  different  from  that  in  1949, 
but  pulled  wool  production  probably  will  be  about  1  million  pounds  less 
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than  in  1949.    Slaughter  in  I95O  is  expected  to  be  slightly  less  than 
in  I9U9  because  of  the  slightly  smaller  number  of  sheep  available  for 
marketing  and  the  continued  holding  back  of  ewe  lambs  for  breeding 
purposes.    Production  of  pulled  wool  in  I9U9  is  now  expected  to  be 
substantially  below  the  1+7  million  pounds  of  1948.    Total  production 
of  shorn  and  pulled  wool  in  I95O  is  expected  to  be  around  113-114  mil- 
lion pounds,  scoured  basis. 

The  19^9  wool  price  support  program  was  extended  to  March  31, 
195° •    The  extension  provided  the  small  quantity  of  1949  wool  which 
remains  to  be  marketed  the  same  level  of  support  as  provided  for  wool 
marketed  earlier  in  the  season.    Under  provisions  of  the  Agricultural 
Act  of  1949,  The  Secretary  has  determined  that  price  support  for  the 
year  beginning  April  1.  1950,  will  be  90  percent  of  the  parity  price 
of  wool  on  March  15,  1950*    The  support  price  probably  will  be  about 
45  cents  per  pound  (farm  basis)  as  compared  with  42.3  cents  in  1949. 
The  program,  supporting  prices  of  both  shorn  and  pulled  wool,  will 
extend  from  April  1,  1950,  to  March  31,  195L    Purchase  prices  for  the 
various  grades  will  be  based  on  grade  differentials  established  by 
market  prices  during  1949. 

During  19^+9  the  number  of  stock  sheep  declined  foi^  the  eighth 
consecutive  year.    The  19^+9  decrease  of  about  2  percent  was  the  small- 
est since  the  decline  began  in  1942.     Stock  sheep  on  January  1,  1950, 
totaled  27,064,000  head,  587,000  head  below  the  number  on  January  1, 
1949,  and  22.282,000  head  or  about  45  percent  below  the  recent  peak  of 
49.346,000  head  on  January  1,  1942. 

Stocks  of  apparel  wool  in  the  United  States  on  January  1,  1950, 
probably  were  about  25  percent  less  than  on  the  same  date  last  year. 
Mill  consumption  is  estimated  to  have  exceeded  domestic  production  and 
imports  by  about  60  million  pounds,  scoured  basis.    Comnercial  stocks 
probably  were  equivalent  to  about  20  weeks  of  consumption  at  the  pre- 
sent rate,  compared  with  the  1935"39  average  of  21  weeks. 

Domestic  consumption  of  apparel  wool  during  1949  was  the  lowest 
since  1940.    Curing  the  first  11  months  of  1949,  domestic  mills  con- 
sumed 307.6  million  pounds  of  apparel  wool,  scoured  basis.    This  was 
31  percent  below  consumption  of  448.1  million  pounds  during  the  corres- 
ponding period  of  1948  and  45  percent  below  the  January -November  total 
of  563.6  million  pounds  in  1946,  the  postwar  peak.    Consumption  for  the 
year  was  probably  between  340  and  345  million  pounds.    The  sharp  decline 
in  wool  consumption  probably  reflects  a  decline  in  retail  sales  and  a 
reduction  in  inventories  in  manufacturing  and  distribution  channels  as 
well  as  an  increase  in  the  use  of  rayon  for  summer  suitings.    The  de- 
cline in  retail  sales    together  with  a  higher  level  of  prices  of  raw 
wool  and  woolen  and  worsted  fabrics,  probably  encouraged  the  reduction 
in  inventories.    Wool  consumption  since  August  probably  has  been  more 
in  line  with  current  sales.    Consumption  during  1950  is  expected  to  be 
between  330  and  370  million  pounds . 
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Imports  of  dutiable  wool  during  19^9  totaled  262.3  million  pounds, 
actual  weight,  compared  with  kl6.3  million  pounds  in  l9J+8.    On  a  clean 
basis,  this  was  probably  about  155  million  pounds,  equivalent  to  about 
lj-5  percent  of  consumption..  With  domestic  production  and  stocks  at  their 
present  low  levels,  imports  of  apparel  wool  in  1950  probably  will  in- 
crease substantially  over  the  quantity  imported  in  19^+9  if  domestic  con- 
sumption reaches  the  level  now  anticipated. 

THE  WOOL  SITUATION 

Wool  to  be  Supported  at 
22  Percent  of  Parity  in  1950 

The  19^9  support  program  has  been  extended  to  March 
extension  provides  the  same  level  of  support  for  the  small 
19^9  wool  which  remains  to  be  marketed  as  was  provided  for 
of  the  clip  which  has  already  been  marketed. 

The  Agricultural  Act  of  19^9  requires  that  the  price  of  wool  be 
supported  at  such  level,  between  60  and- 90  percent  of  parity,  as  to  en- 
courage an  annual  production  of  approximately  36O  million  pounds  of 
shorn  wool.    Shorn  wool  production  in  19^9  is  estimated  at  216  million 
pounds,  grease  basis,  the  lowest  since  I879. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Agricultural  Act.  of  19^9,  the  Secre- 
tary has  determined  that  price  support  for  1950  wool  production  will  be 
at  90  percent  of  the  parity  price  of  wool  on  March  15.  195°.    The  support 
price  will  be  about  U5  cents  per  pound  (farm  basis)  as  compared  with 
42.3  cents  in  l$ik%    The  program,  supporting  prices  of  both  shorn  and 
pulled  wool,  will  extend  from  April  1,  1950,  to  March  31,  1951.  Purchase 
prices  for  the  various  grades  will  be  based  on  grade  differentials  estab- 
lished by ,  market  prices  for  wool  during  19^-9. 

Prices  in  Foreign  Markets  .  ,: 

Prices  of  wool  in  foreign  markets,  after  declining  from  the  peak 
levels  of  early  last  year,  advanced  gradually  from  October  through 
December.    After  the  opening  of  auctions  in  the  British  Dominions,  early 
in  January,  prices  advanced  rapidly  until  January  28.    The  advance  for 
crossbred  wool  was  greater  than  for  fine • wool.    On  January  28,  prices  in 
all  foreign  markets  were  as  much  as  15  percent  above  the  December  level. 
During  the  following  week,  prices  at  the  auctions  in  the  British  Domin- 
ions and  the  United  Kingdom  declined  from  5  to  10  percent.    In  terms  of 
dollars,  prices  of  fine  wool  early  in  February  were  between  15  and  20  per 
cent  below  the  levels  of  early  l91+9.    Prices  of  crossbred  wool  were  from 
10  to  15  percent  below  the  levels  of  a  year  ago. 

For  the  week  ending  February  11,  dollar  prices  of  fine  wool  in 
Australia  were  between  15  and  20  percent  below  tne  peak  levels. of  early. 
1949.    At  the  close  of  London  sales  on  February  11,  6V.s-70Ts  good 
medium  fleeces  were  reported  at  I58.7  cents,  about  29  percent  higher 
than  on  September  23,  shortly  after  devaluation,,  btit  about  23  percent 


31,  1950.  The 
quantity  of 
that  portion 
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below  their  postwar  peak  early  in  I9U9.    Dollar  prices  cf  such  wool 
inured iately  after  devaluation  were  the  lowest  since  iuid-l9U7.    In  tne 
week  ended  February  11,  fine  crossbred  fleeces  (56's)  were  about  12  per- 
cent below  the  level  of  a  year  ago,  while  medium  crossbred  fleeces  ( 46 1 s 
and  48*s)  were  about  10  percent  below  year-ago  levels. 

In  view  of  the  continued  strong  world  demand  for  wool  and  the 
limited  supply,  no  substantial  easing  of  prices  below  present  levels 
appears  likely  for  the  rest  of  the  season.    Although  world  consumption 
during  the  19^9  season  probably  will  be  slightly  less  than  that  of  the 
previous  season,  it  is  expected  to  exceed  production  by  almost  5°0  million 
pounds  or  15  percent.    Commercial  stocks  in  all  consuming  countries,  were 
at  low  levels  at  the  beginning  of  the  current  season. 

At  the  time  of  its  establishment  on  July  31,  I9^5*j  "the  Joint 
Organization  (United  Kingdom  Wool  Disposals.  Limi  .ed)  took  over  3-210  mil- 
lion pounds  of  wool,  grease  basis.    At  that  time  it  was  estimated  that 
from  10  to  13  years  would  be  required  to  dispose  of  this  wartime  surplus. 
By  December  31>  19^9 >  holdings  had  been  reduced  to  about  350  million 
pounds.    If  tfte  approximately  200  million  pounds  to  be  offered  during 
January- June  are  sold,  the  organization  will  have  disposed  of  all  but 
i50  million  pounds  of  the  wartime  accumulation  in  less  than  5  years,  as 
well  as  the  current  Dominion  clips  for  those  years. 

Prices  in  Domestic  Markets 

■'  Prices  of  imported  wool  at  Boston  followed  the  general  pattern 
established  in  foreign  markets.    Prices  of  imported  fine  wool  during  the 
week  ending  February  11  were  from  10  to  15  percent  above  prices  immedi- 
ately before  the  devaluation  last  September.    However,  they  were  15  per- 
cent below  the  level  of  early  I9U9.    Australian  type  77  >  6U's/70,s  good 
topmaking  wool,  was  quoted  at  I56.O  cents  per  pound,  clean  basis,  in  bond. 
This  compares  with  the  price  of  1^2.0  cents  immediately  before  devaluation, 
112.0  cents  immediately  thereafter,  and  I85.O  cents  early  in  March  I9U9. 

Following  the  rise  in  prices  of  foreign  wool  after  the  devaluation 
in  September,  prices  of  domestic  three -eighths blood  combing  and  finer 
wools  advanced  at  Boston.    Trie  advances  ranged  from  k  percent  for  throe- 
eighths  blood  combing  to  13  percent  for  half-blood  clothing. 

On  February  10,  however,  open  market  prices  for  domestic  fine  and 
half-blood     combing   wools  ranged  from  3  percent  for  territory  fine 
French  combing  to  10  percent  for  territory  fine  staple  below  the  corres- 
ponding prices  for  January  19^9  • 

On  the  same  date,  prices  of  fine  and  half-blood  clothing,  three - 
eighfls  blood  combing,  and  all  semi-bright  fleece  wools  except  low  quart- 
er blood  were  above  prices  in  January  I9U9.    The  increases  ranged  from 
2  percent  ,for  territory  three  -eighths  blood  combing  to  30  percent  for 
semi-bright  fleece  fine  clothing.    The  increase  in  prices  of  these  wools 
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probably  reflects -an  increase;'  in  the  sales;  of  such  wools' resulting  frqm 
the  wide  spread  "between  prices  of  such  woe  Is  and  fine  combing,  wools. 

Current  prices  for  three -eighths  blood  and  coarser  wools  are  at 
or  below  support  levels  (CGC -purchasing  prices).  : ; 

The  average  price  received  by  f armers  f ox-*  shorn  wool  in  January 
1950  was  47 .2  cents  per  pound,  grease  basis.    This  compares  with  46.7  cents 
received  in  December  194$  and  48«3  cents  in  "• January  1949 °    The  price  re- 
ceived by  farmers  for  shorn  wool  in  1950  probably  will  average  slightly 
lower  than  in  1949 •  ■■'»■•'•        ------  - 

Domestic  Wool  Production  in  1950 

to  be  About  Same  as  Last  Year  ■  ■  ,/':  ' 

-  .   Production  of  wool  in  the  United  States  in  1950  probably  will  not 
be  greatly  different  f rbm  that  in  1949 •    Even;  though  stock  sheep  numbers 
declined  slightly  in  1949 »  shorn  wool  production  in  1950  will  be  about 
the  same  as' in  1949*    This '  'expectation  is  based  on  the  assumption  that 
there  will  be  no  local— losses  from  bad  Weather  as  happened  in  1949  and 
.that  the' weight  per  fleece  will  average- about  the  same  as  in  recent  years. 
Production  of  shorn  wool  in  1949  is  now  estimated  at  216  million  pounds. 
Texas  wools  may  represent  a' slightly  higher  proportion  of  the  total  in 

.  .     Pulled  wool  production  in  1950  may  be  about  1  million  pounds  less 
than  in  1949*    Slaughter  in  1950  probably  Will  be  slightly  less  than  in 

1949  because  of  the  smaller  marketings  from  the  slightly  smaller  number 
v of. stock  sheep  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  and  'the  holding  back  of  ewe 

lambs  for. breeding  purposes.    Production  of  pulled  wool  in  1949  is  now 
expected  to  be  substantially  below  the  47  million  pounds  of  1948 » 

Total  production  of  shorn  and  pulled  wool  in  1950  probably  will 
be- 113-114  million  pounds,  scoured  basis*"      <;  •» 

During  1949  the  number  of  stock  sheep  declined  for  the  eighth 
consecutive  year.    The  1949  decrease  of  about  2  percent  was  the  smallest 
since  the  decline  began  in  1942V   Stock  sheep'  on  January  1,  1950 »  totaled 
27,064,000  head,  587,000  head  beloW  the  number  on  January  1,  1949;,  and 
22,282,000  head  or  about  45  percent  below  the'  recent  peak  of  49,346,000 
head  on  January  1,  1942. 

1950  Car ry-^Ln  Stocks  " '-  ;    -  -"■  ' 

Less  Than  in  l-949~"       "  -  -  '         ":  fi    "  ";  '■ 


Stocks  of  apparel  wool  in  the  United  States'  on  January  1,  1950, 
probably  were  about  25  percent  below  those  on  the'  same  date  last  year. 
Commodity  Credit  Corporation  holdings  declined  about  45  percent.  Mill 
consumption  is  estimated  to  have  exceeded  domestic  production  and  imports 


JANUARY  1950 


-  8  - 


by  about  60  million  pounds,  scoured  basis*    Commercial  stocks  probably 
were  equivalent  to  about  20  weeks  of  consumption  at  the  present  rate, 
compared  with  the  1935-39  average  of  21  weeks. 

On  April  2,  1949 >  stocks  of  apparel  wool  held  by  manufacturers, 
dealers,  and  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  totaled  199 «3  million  pounds, 
scoured  basis.    Of  this  total,  66.7  million  pounds  were  CCC  wool.  On 
January  1,  1950,  CCC  holdings  totaled  58.5  million  pounds,  actual  weight, 
or  about  39  million  pounds,  scoured  basis. 

Domestic  V/ool  Consumption 
Declined  in  1949 

Domestic  consumption  of  apparel  wool  during  1949  was  at  the  lowest 
level  since  1940.    During  the  first  11  months  of  1949,  domestic  mills 
consumed  307c6  million  pounds  of  apparel  wool,  scoured  basis.    This  was 
31  percent  below  consumption  of  448^1  million  pounds  during  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  1948  and  45  percent  below  the  January-November  total 
of  563.6  million  pounds  for  the  same  period  in  1946,  the  postwar  peak. 
However,  the  1949  total  through  November  was  20  percent  above  the  corre- 
ponding  total  for  1935-39.    The  1949  consumption  was  lower  than  in  1948 
on  both  the  worsted  and  woolen  systems.    Consumption  for  the  year  was 
probably  between  340  and  345  million  pounds.    Consumption  during  1950 
probably  will  be  between  330  and  370  million  pounds. 

The  sharp  decline  in  apparel  wool  consumption  began  in  the  fall 
of  1948  and  reached  the  low  level  of  5e04  million  pounds  per  week  in 
April  of  1949.    This  was  60  percent  below  the  postwar  peak  in  March  1946, 
and  the  lowest  since  June  1940.    The  low  on  the  worsted  system,  2.71  mil- 
lion pounds,  the  lowest  since  May  1940,  was  in  May  1949 •    The  weekly  rate 
of  consumption  on  the  woolen  system  declined  to  2.15  million  pounds  in 
March  1949,  the  lowest  since  July  1940. 

Consumption  has  been  at  a  substantially  higher  rate  in  recent 
months.    The  average  weekly  rate  since  July  has  been  about  50  percent 
higher  than  in  April  and  higher  than  for  any  month  since  October  1948. 
Consumption  of  apparel  wool  during  November,  the  latest  month  for  which 
data  are  available,  was  at  the  weekly  rate  of  7.3  million  pounds,  com- 
pared with  8.4  million  pounds  in  October  but  at  about  the  same  level  as 
in  August  and  September. 

Since  the  decline  in  the  consumption  of  60 *s  and  finer  wool  was 
greater  than  for  coarser  wool,  the  former  represented  a  smaller  pro- 
portion of  total  consumption  in  1949  than  in  1948.    During  January- November 
1949,  consumption  of  60*s  and  finer  wool  declined  41  percent  and  repre- 
sented only  54  percent  of  the  total  compared  with  63  percent  in  1948. 
Combined  consumption  of  the  coarser  grades  declined  16  percent.  The 
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greater  decline  in  the  use  of  fine  wool  was  probably  because  the  drop 
in  output  of  non-apparel  fabrics  was  leas  than  for  apparel  fabrics  and 
because  the  wide  spread  between  prices  -of  fine  and  coarser  wools  has 
encouraged  the  greater  use  of  the  latter.  ..  ■■<?■£-■., 

Mill   OutpUt  '  -ly-'y  :  ;••   "v."  "•   ....       -  .' 

Declined  in  19/t9 

Yarn  production :  .totaled  463. 0  million  pounds  during  January-November 
1949,^  compared  with  551»5  million  pounds  dur5.ng  the  same  period  in  19/+S, 
Output  of  woolen  yarn  decreased  from  328 «3  million  pounds  to  301.1  mil- 

•  lion  pounds,  while  production  of  worsted  yarn  declined  .from  223.1  million 
pounds -to  161 « 9  million  pounds.    Combined  qutput  of  woolen  and  worsted 
weaving  yarn  declined  16  percent  and  of  knitting  yarn  17  percent* 

During  the  first  9  months  of  last  year,  total  production  of  woven 
fabrics  (containing  by  weight  25  percent  or  more  wool,  reprocessed  wool, 
or  reused  wool)  was  estimated  at  302.4  million  finished  linear  yards. 

•  This  represents  a  decline  of  79«6  million  yards  or  21  percent  from  the 
.  ..  corresponding  period  in  1943     Production  of  woven  apparel  fabrics  in 

those  .9  months  totaled  255*2  million  finished  linear  yards,  a  decrease 

•  of  79 «3  million  yards  or  24  percent  from  1948.    Output  of  men's,  and  boy's 
wear  fabrics  dropped- 30  percent,  while -that  for  women's  and  children fs 

.:  wear  declined  20  percent*    Total  production  of  non^-apparel  fabrics  showed 
little  change.    An  increase  of  13  percent-  in  blanketing  off set  declines 
of  35  percent  in  furniture  upholstery  and.  drapery  -fabrips  and  4  percent 

-.  -  in.-  transportation  upholstery*  .  - .       ■  ■  *• 

Prices  of  woolen  and  worsted  fabrics;  increased  gradually  from 
June  1946  until  February  1949*    The  BLS  index  of  wholesale  prices  for 
woolen  and  worsted  goods,  for  February  was  the  highest  since  June  1920. 
-Prices  declined  about  10  percent  between  February  and  November.  However., 
the  average  for -the  first. 7  months  of .1949  -was  about  10  percent  higher 
-  than  for  the  same  period  in  1948*   •.  . ';  s;  .    :  ■-  .. 

Imports  of  Apparel  Wool,  .  -.  . 

•    ;      Decline  in  1949  -  May,  ;!  •  -y 

Increase  in  1950  ,v.:..      -  •• .  y^f 

Imports  of-,  dutiable.. wool  during  1949;  totaled  262 .3,  million  pounds , 
.  actual  weight. -basis •    This  compare?-, with; -41^*3 ;-miliiori;  pounds  imported 
during  194^  and  an • annual  average  of;  90 «4  million-  pound,®  in,  1935-39*  On 
a  clean  content . basis,  imports  are  estimated  to  have  been  about  155  mil- 
lion i  pounds,  equivalent  to  about  45  percent  of  .consumption*,-  ■ 

•  Imports  during  the  second  half- of  thevyear  were . about  ona.and  one- 
half,  times  as  large  as  during  the, first  half  .  .  Imports  during  the.  first 
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8  months  of  the  year  were  relatively  low  because  of  the  decline  in  domestic 
consumption,  the  .high  prices  of  foreign  wools,  and  the  fear  of  devaluation. 
However,  since  September  -imports  have  been  at  a  higher  rate  than  for  any 
month  since  August  1943 »    The  "increase  is  due  to  the  higher  rate  of  con- 
sumption, low  stocks  relative  .to  preseht  and  anticipated  operating  levels, 
and  the  lower  prices  of  foreign  wools  after  devaluation. 

With  domestic  production  and  stocks  at  their  present  low  levels, 
imports  of  apparel  wool  in  1950  probably  will  increase  substantially 
over  the  1949  quantity  if  domestic  censumption . reaches  about  330-370  mil- 
lion pounds  as  now  anticipated.    However,  the  present  level  of  wool 
•prices  in  foreign  markets,  if  maintained, 'will  tend  to  discourage  any 
building  up  of  stocks  of  wool  or  wo6l  goods  in  manufacturing  and  distri- 
bution channels  beyond  necessary  operating  levels-.  ...  - 

World  Trade  ...  - 

in  Raw  Wool  -     .-  ,-    -.-  - 

Total  exports  of  wool,  .apparel  and  carpet,  from  the -five  Southern 
Hemisphere  surplus-producing  -countries,  Australia,  Argentina,  New  Zealand, 
South  Africa,  and  Uruguay,  totaled  2,073  million  pounds,  actual  weight, 
during  the  1948-49  season.    The  quantity  exported  was  about  6  percent 
below  exports  during  the  previous' season  and  19  percent  belov;  the'  1946' 
season.    Of  the  total,  33  percent  went  to-  the  United  Kingdom,  18  percent 
to  France,  14  percent  to  the  United  States,  8  percent  to-  Italy,  and 
7  percent  to  Belgium.    Exports. to  the  United  States  declined  50  percent 
from  the  previous  marketing  year  and  to  Belgium    25  percent.  However, 
exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  increased  2  percent,  to  France  4  percent, 
and  to  Italy  135  percent. 

Exports,  from  Australia  during  July  1%.8-June  1949  were  about 
22  percent  greater  than  during  the  previous  "marketing  year.    During  the 
first  four  months  of  the  present  season,  exports  from  Australia  were 
about  14  percent  above  those  for  the  same  period  of  last  season.  Exports 
from  Argentina  during  the  1948  season  declined  6l  percent.    The  decrease 
was  probably  due  to  reduced  foreign  buying  resulting  from  the  high  local 
prices,  particularly,  for  fine  wool,  relative  to  prices  in  other  markets. 
The  volume  of  exports  during  the  first  two  months  of  the  present  wool 
year  was  almost  three  times  as  large  as  last  season.    During  the  1948 
season,  exports  from  South  Africa  declined  about  5  percent.    During  July- 
November  1949,  the  first  five  months  of  the  1949  season,  exports  were 
19  percent  below  the  same  period;  in  1948.    Exports  from  New  Zealand  were 
about  the  same-  as-  during  the  previous  season  but  during  the  first  four 
months  of  the  1949  season  were  only  about  75  percent  of  those  last 
season.    Exports  of  wool  from  Uruguay  declined  about  17  percent  during 
the  1948  season."  However,  during  October,  the  first  month  -of  the  current 
marketing  year,  they  were  almost  25  percent  greater  than  during  October 
1948.        /.';  ,  . 
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Table   1  .-  Prices  of  good  fleece  wools  at  the  London  auctions,  in  cents  per 
pound,  clean  basis^ 1934-38  average,  September  1946-January  19^0 


:  Good 

Medium 

fleeces  : 

Fine  Crossbred  fleeces 

Crossbred 

fleeces 

Week  ended  l/ 

:Superior  fleeces 
:         70 's 

:64's-70'e 

:60's-64 

•s:58,s-60,s: 

56's 

:     50 'e 

48 's  ': 

46*s 

:  Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

T      )i  oft 

Average 

.             Ac.  7 

•  65.7 

At\  -3 
ou .  3 

55.3 

50.9 

42.4 

35.4 

30.1 

28.0 

1Q46 

:  80.7 

7S 

IP  .0 

70.6 

f^7  i> 
Of  ,d 

63.9 

50.4 

lift  n 

47.1 

September  27 

on  ft 

ft?  k 

( 'f  #u 

f  \>  •  0 

63.9 

48.7 

lie  1. 

43.7 

November  29 

•          OO  k 

ftC3  ■? 
Od.  3 

7*7  O 

(7o 

OO .  \J 

63.O 

50.4 

45.3 

42 .0 

ok  n 

8^  Q 

7ft  Q 

£S\  0 

62.1 

52.0 

^•3 

"rd  .0 

104 .  0 

fl^  Q 

03.  y 

8fl  "I 

7*3  r» 
f  3  .u 

64.6 

52.9 

lift  n 

li  0  /C 

43.6 

:      104 . C 

88.9 

ft'?  0 
oj  .y 

7,3.  ft 
1  3  .O 

/*!.  /* 

64.6 

52.9 

lift  7 
hO  .  ( 

u  r 

H3.O 

Ilk  1 

i  on  7 

OR  7 

ft9  O 

63.0 

53-7 

47 .0 

43.6 

May  1 

£/ 

XU  [  .  4 

07.3 

68.0 

54.5 

47 .0 

43 .6 

July  11 

114.9 

109.9 

104.0 

88.1 

2/ 

53.7 

45.3 

42.8 

July  dr) 

XjU.X 

J-t-3.3 

90.5 

72.2 

56.2 

47 .0 

^3.0 

September  19 

140.2 

136.0 

126.0 

104.1 

Q  T  c 
OI.5 

63.8 

51.2 

47.9 

October  3 

1I.0  ft 

1  Q7  7 

XtzO .  \J 

1  AQ  O 

00.2 

68.0 

57«x 

C  A  )■ 

.  4 

November  21  ; 

1  k9  ft 

J-3  (  •  r 

x^^.x 

T  AO  O 

O0.2 

69.7 

OU.p 

53.0 

December  5  ■ 

1  kO  ft 

1  ^7  7 

x<?o .  u 

1  1  A  A 

xxu  .u 

89.0 

67.2 

57.1 

C  A  T 

52.1 

JLyM-O  I 

January  15  ; 

xpt.p 

lk7  ft 
X*f  |  »o 

1  -?k  k 

94.0 

73.9 

Ao  1 
Od .  X 

cc  1, 

55.4 

January  30  • 

T  iCh  A 
IOH  .  O 

XOX  t  J 

X*f  O  •  X 

1  OA  O 

100.8 

76.4 

05.5 

59.6 

March  5  • 

XDX.  J 

1  kk  R 

X-4-U  .  3 

xxp  y 

90.7 

59.6 

lift  7 

to.  ( 

^P  .  ^ 

Marcri  xy  \ 

% 

1  ft 
X^c  .  0 

1  k^  1 
X4-D .  X 

XX  f  .  0 

90.7 

63.8 

pu . 

45.3 

Apri-L  . 

aJ 

XOX .  jj 

xpo .  d 

94.1 

70.5 

55.^ 

CO  1 

52.1 

June  h  1 

OTA  a 

TOfN  R 

xyo.p 

"\  7ft  1 
X  ( O .  X 

1  O/^  1 
X^O.  X 

97.4 

70.5 

cc  J. 

55.^ 

52.1 

July  16  : 

210.0 

196.5 

178.1 

136.1 

97.4 

67.2 

52.1 

48.7 

July  23  : 

Ol  A  A 
eXU  #U 

X900 

1  7ft  T 

X  f  O  .  X 

Uio  ft 
X4c  .  O 

100.8 

70.6 

CC  ), 

52.1 

September  16  : 

210.0 

189.8 

171.3 

142.8 

100.8 

70.6 

55.4 

52.1 

October  1  : 

1  a),  a 

Iftk  ft 

1*71  O 

97.4 

70.6 

CC  )l 

55.4 

52.1 

November  17  '• 

xyy  .9 

T  *70  *7 

-i-79.7 

lei  O 

±Z>±  •  c 

107.5 

77.3 

Ar\  c. 

eft  ft 
po .  0 

December  3  : 

OAO  O 

1  OA  O 

179.7 

1  tzO  (i 
159.  O 

117.6 

84.0 

(U .  0 

£<c  c. 

6p .  5 

xfyUo  : 
January  27  ' 

Ol  A  A 

Tftl  li 
XOX ,  *4- 

1  /CO  A 

IO9.2 

77.3 

[U  .0 

67.2 

February  18  : 

OTA  A 

OA1  A 

Tftl  k 
XOX .  ** 

1  A 

xoc ,  y 

IO9.2 

72.2 

A^  c. 

op  .5 

Marcn  ep  z 

Ol  A  A 

OA1  A 

17/;  1. 

XfO.H 

X59.0 

109.2 

67.2 

Oc: .  X 

AC\  tr 

ou .  p 

Apr IX  O  ; 

oaa  n 

<fuy.y 

OAA  c, 

17  0. 3 

1  c:  A 

I09.I 

67.2 

Od  .  X 

C7  1 

w&y  J-j  • 

1  QQ  Q 

xyy  my 

1  Ok  Q 

IOO  .  V 

iko  ft 

99.1 

63.0 

Rft  ft 
po  •  0 

CR  k 

PP 

May  d  {  . 

Ofift  i 

cUJ.  ,  *+ 

1^7  ft 
XO(  .0 

1  IlO  7 
X^ c. ,  ( 

99.0 

63.8 

Rft  7 

po.  ^ 

CC  It 

pp.t 

July  7  : 

208.2 

201.5 

167.9 

142.7 

104.1 

67.2 

58.8 

55.4 

July  22  : 

201.6 

193.2 

168.0 

142.8 

104.1 

67.2 

58.8 

55.4 

^An+om'Ka>*    0*3  • 

"-*t)p oemuer  c.j  • 

J-C-C.  ,.  U 

"1  1  £  7 
J- JLO  ,  f 

QQ  0 

yy 

77.0 

53.7 

k6  7 

October  7  : 

f 

134.2 

u 

1/ 

0I.7 

->  / 
*  . 

47.8 

T[T^->T7  dTnViin        O^i  • 

iiovemDoi  £-3?  • 

xpu  .p 

1  as  k 

1 91  7 
xo .  I 

95.7 

72.4 

6^  k 

£1  Q 

December  9  ' 

150.5 

135.4 

123.7 

93.4 

72.4 

60.7 

56.O 

1950  : 

il 

86.4 

January  27  : 

173.9 

162.2 

15L7 

114.6 

73.5 

70.2 

Compiled  from  Kreglinger  and  Fernau  Market  reports.  Prices  converted  from  pence  to  cents  at  current  rates 
of  exchange . 

1/  Quotations  are  for  week  ending  on  date  shown,  which  are  opening  and  closing  weeks  for  each  series. 
2/  No  quotations. 
2/  Not  available. 
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Average  weekly  rate  of  Wool  consumption  on  Woolen  and  Worsted  eystens, 
scoured  basis,  United  States,  average  1935-39,  by  months,  1940-1-9 


Year 

Jan.  : 

Feb.  : 

Mar.  : 

Apr. 

May  : 

June  : 

July  : 

Aug.  : 

Sept. : 

Oct.  : 

Not.  : 

D«c . 

Av. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

MJ1. 

Mil. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

Total  Woolen  and  Worsted  system  \J 

J/   yy  ■ 

Average 

5.20 

5.49 

y  •  ✓ 

5.09 

y  *  ^  y 

4. 60 

5.18 

5.36 

5.22 

6.14 

5.55 

5.72 

5.83 

y  •  ^  J 

y  •  yK/ 

5.40 

1940  : 

5.64 

5.33 

y  •  y  y 

4.42 

3.50 

y  •  y  w 

4.27 

4.84 

5.69 

6.20 

7.15 

7.84 

8.45 

6.5C 

s  '  y^ 

1941  : 

8.01 

8.99 

9.84 

9.34 

10.18 

10.45 

9.32 

9.93 

10.44 

10.40 

10.17 

10.92 

9.79 

y  •  I  S 

1942  ! 

11.12 

10. 24 

10.78 

11.19 

11.08 

10.70 

11.47 

11.34 

10.46 

11.27 

11.10 

11.38 

10.9? 

1943  : 

11.23 

12.33 

12.57 

11.80 

12.21 

11.83 

10.96 

11.55 

IO.76 

10.86 

10.70 

10.23 

11.38 

1944  : 

11.56 

11.73 

11.86 

11.73 

11.73 

IO.38 

9.69 

10.60 

10.43 

11.44 

11.32 

10.69 

11.11 

194?  : 

12.15 

12.79 

13.71 

12.84 

12.73 

12.87 

9.79 

9.45 

9.75 

10.31 

10.09 

9.60 

11.33 

1946  : 

10.80 

11.93 

12.61 

12.31 

12.09 

12.40 

10.15 

12.45 

12.48 

12.68 

12.04 

11.66 

11.93 

1947  : 

1-  .55 

12.09 

11.43 

10.59 

9.61 

9.46 

7.76 

9.51 

9.^0 

9.84 

9.41 

8.76 

9.92 

1948  : 

10.  42 

10.72 

10.33 

10.65 

10.40 

9.63 

7.94 

9.71 

9.01* 

8.50 

7.42 

7.42 

9.35 

lyl+9 

7.41 

6.93 

5.02 

P.  04 

5.39 

5.76 

5.66 

7.31 

7.24 

O  0*7 

o.37 

7.30 

Woolen  system  l/ 

1935-39 

Average . 

1.72 

1.87 

1.65 

1.54 

1.73 

1.71 

1.62 

1.94 

1.70 

1.74 

1.83 

1.75 

1.73 

1.66 
2.62 
4.25 
6.07 
5.67 
6.41 
4.60 
4.79 
3.66 
2.62 


1.66 
2.90 
4.21 

6.73 
5.86 
6.83 
5.11 
4.75 
3.65 
2.46 


1.37 
3.32 
4.47 

6.87 
5.81 
7.53 
5.38 
4.18 

3.51 
2.15 


1.28 
3.05 
4.77 
6.26 
5.86 
6.90 
5.32 
3.58 
3.58 
2.19 


1.57 
3.52 
4.99 
6.39 
5.77 
6.92 
5.44 
3.21 
3.40 
2.68 


1.65 
3.58 
4.99 
6.23 
5.17 
6.80 
5.48 
3.18 
3.20 
2.69 


1.84 

3.01 
5.24 

5.75 
4.78 

4.71 

4.52 

2.67 
2.67 
2,69 


2.15 

3.69 
5.43 
6.04 
5.43 
4.54 

5.71 
3.42 
3.24 
3^21 


2.70 
3.94 
5.13 
5.47 
5.13 
4.16 
5.58 
3.46 
2.97 
3.01 


2.71 
3.73 
5.98 
5.27 
5.89 
4.40 
5.73 
3.47 
3.14 
3.33 


2.95 
3.73 
5.82 
5.28 
5.74 
4.37 
5.50 
3.35 
2.81 
2.8C 


3.11 
4.23 
6.06 
5.03 
5.5c 
4.20 
5.04 
3.10 
2.55 


Worsted  system 


3.98 
5.39 
6.87 
5.16 
5.89 
5.74 
6.20 
6.76 
6.76 
4.79 


3.67 
6.09 
6.03 
5.60 
5.87 
5.96 
6.82 
7.34 
7.07 
4.47 


3.05 
6.52 
6.31 
5.70 
6.05 
6.18 
7.23 
7.25 
6.82 
3.67 


22 

29 
42 
54 
87 
94 
99 
01 

07 
85 


2.70 
6.66 
6.09 
5.82 
5.96 
5 . 31 
6.6^ 
6.40 
7.00 
2.71 


3.19 
6.87 
5.71 
5.60 
5.21 
6.07 
6.92 
6.28 
6.43 
3.07 


3.85 
6.31 
6.23 
5.21 
4.91 
5.08 
5.63 
5.09 
5.27 
2.97 


4.05 
6.24 
5.91 
5.51 
5.17 
4.91 
6.74 
6.09 
6.47 
4.10 


4.45 
6.50 
5.33 
5.29 
5.30 
5.59 
6.90 
6.04 
6.07 
4.23 


5.13 
6.69 
5.29 
5.59 
5.55 
5.91 
6.95 
6.37 
5.36 
4.99 


5.50 
6.44 
5.28 
5.42 
5.58 
5.72 
6.54 
6.06 
4.61 
4.50 


39 
69 
30 
20 

33 
40 
62 
66 
67 


2.04 
3.42 
5.10 
5.92 
5.56 
5.64 
5.26 
3.58 
3.20 


3.48     3.62     3.44     3.06     3.45     3.65     3.60     4.20     3.85     3.98     4.00     3.81  3.67 


3.92 
6.37 
5.89 
5.46 
5.55 
5.69 
6.67 
6.34 
6.15 


l/  Includes  a  small  quantity  consumed  on  "cotton,  silk  and  other  systems"  prior  to  January  1947. 
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Table  3       Exports  of  wool  from  five  Southern  Hemisphere  exporting  countries,  1/ 
•  1946-47  -  1948-49  ,  - 


Country  of 

\         Australia  2/ 

'  New  Zealand 

2/ 

[  South 

Africa  2/ 

destination 

:  10/,7_: 

1948- 

:  19Zl6- 

:1948-J 

:  1946-  : 

1QL7-  * 

J-7»+(—  • 

J.7/+0— 

!  hi 

:    Aft  : 
•  —AS 

L9 
*+  7 

:  A7 

:  Zl8 

:  49  ' 

:    47  :■ 

Lft    •  • 

y,  0 

:  Mil, 

Mil. 

Mil- 

Mil- 

Mil- 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mi  1 

Mi  1  - 

X  J  J.  J  . 

lb. 

1b- 

lb 

lh 

lb. 

lb. 

1  Vi 

1  h 

United  States 

:  326.2 

123.9 

75.2 

64.9 

19.2 

23.6 

62.7 

30.8 

15.7 

United  Kingdom 

/ 1 7  A 

Z4.X  r  .o 

py.  p  >. 

<Cl\*L  914- 

204.0 

45.0 

An  s 

A  9  £ 

France 

:  192.3 

173.2 

221.4 

41.9 

63.7 

77.9 

52.0 

50.3 

54.3 

Belgium 

:  186.3 

119.5 

102.7 

12.9 

10.6 

12*5 

65.9 

33.4 

23.8 

Italy 

:  112.4 

42.6 

114.8 

3.2 

4.1 

7.5 

119.8 

11.1 

25.2 

Netherlands 

:  10.8 

10.5 

11.5 

12.3 

15.8 

14.0 

8.8 

8.2 

4.5 

Germany 

0  ft 

PO  ^ 

18  0 

IO  .  w 

PQ  1 

lA  "3 

23.4 

PO.  ^ 

Pf)  7 

Other 

countries 

1  118.3 

72.9 

160.0 

54.9 

52.0 

62.1 

24.6 

16.3 

13.4 

Total 

rl,294.4 

920.6  1, 

,121.2 

413.1 

424.1 

425.0 

378.8 

231.1 

220.1 

\          Argentina  % 

/  ! 

r  % 

Uruguary  3/  \ 

!  Total 

:  1946- 

:  1947- : 

1948-  : 

1946- 

il947- 

1946-  : 

1947-  : 

1948- 

'  .  47 

:    48  : 

Zl9  i 

47 

:  48 

:  49  ' 

.. ,  47  : 

L8  : 

49 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mile 

Mil. 

Mil. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

United  States  : 

173.0 

302.4 

105.3 

66.2 

98.6 

67.0 

693,0 

574.9 

286.8 

United  Kingdom  : 

8.1 

11.0 

i/ 

2.3 

0.4 

594.3 

673,9 

688.7 

France  j 

30,6 

74.5 

20.3 

5/ 

5/ 

*9 

316.8 

361.7 

374.8 

Belgium  ; 

38.1 

25.7 

9.7 

12.2 

11.6 

2.1 

315.4 

200.8 

150.8 

Italy 

12.9 

2.5 

10.5 

5.8 

13.2 

14.5 

254.1 

73.5 

172.5 

TIT  1    I           ■    -j  1 

Netherlands  ; 

13.7 

9.4 

6.7 

15.8 

10.2 

9.2 

61.4 

54.1 

45.9 

Germany  : 

4.4 

3.0 

13.0 

29.9 

64.5 

80.8 

Other  i 

countries  : 

69.8 

42.3 

20.0 

26.7 

11.7 

17.5 

294.3 

195.2 

273.0 

Total  : 

346.2 

472.2 

182.4 

126.7 

150.6 

124.6 

2,559.2  2,198.6  2,073.3 

Compiled  from  Wool  Intelligence,  Commonwealth  Economic  Committee. 
1/  Actual  weight  of  greasy,  scoured,  and  pulled  wool. 
2/  Season  beginning  July  1. 
3/  Season  beginning  October  1. 

/*/  Data  include  5.5  million  pounds  of  tops  and  noils. 
j>/  Not  reported  separately. 
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